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many people in that country, and have also watched and shared
at first hand all the tragic developments, moral and political, of
this time. We were, however, already well acquainted with Germany
and her people through the Quaker relief work for starving children
after the last war, m widen we had been privileged to  take part,
"I read with deep interest and inspiration., in the early days
of this war, a few lines written by you in Harijan> which have been
a great help and comfort to me in these troubled times. They are
as follows: *I personally would not purchase my own country's
freedom by violence, even if such a thing were possible	My
faith that what is gained by the sword will also be lost by the sword,
is imperishable.' I have been encouraged, after mentioning my
thoughts to my friend Agatha Harrison, to write and tell you what
I have had so much in mind during these first distressful weeks
of war. She has kindly let me see something of what you have
written on*the subject of the war situation, which helped me to
understand your attitude towards it, but still leaves me under
the sense of a deep concern which I now ask permission to lay
before you.
"I meet so often nowadays even fine and convinced friends
of peace who. in view of the brutal suppression of independence
in countries like Czechoslovakia and Poland, feel themselves in a
moral dilemma; who take the view that when such things happen
i«ar is inevitable and even right for their country, in the attempt
to restore what has been lost—though as individuals they would
probably dissociate themselves from it. I have wondered whether
this is not the moment when such an acknowledged spiritual prophet
and leader as you are, might give a clarion call to the whole world,
pointing to another way than the senseless gamble and destruction
of war; another way, not merely for the settling of disputes but
far more important, for resistance to evil and even for the attain-
ment of political aims. The wax method, as we experienced in
1914-1918, seems inevitably to vitiate its own ends, however good
these may be at the outset; whereas the moral means of non-violence
and redemptive love do but strengthen and purify the aims, in
so far as these are based on moral right and justice. This you have
taught us. It seems to me that a lead from, one with your spiritual
authority along the lines of a better way than war to help the
stricken and oppressed, whether individuals or nations, might
come with redeeming power to many who find themselves in the

